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THE B.M.A. AT WORK 
The Soap Ration 


As citizens the members of the medical profession at this time 
ask for no exemptions or privileges which are not equally 
available to the whole community. But as doctors they do 
claim certain freedoms and abatements to enable them to carry 
on their practice in the interests of their patients. Such con- 
cessions should not be looked upon as personal to the doctor, 
but as a dispensation which the State allows to sick persons. 
That is the principle, roughly stated, on which Headquarters has 
acted when it is importuned, as it constantly is, to secure some 
remission for doctors. 

Take the rationing of soap as a very minor example. After 
all, doctors do wash their hands oftener than other people, not 
as a personal luxury, but to guard against carrying infection. 
Similarly the standard of cleanliness of a doctor’s surgery and 
waiting-room is bound to be rather more rigid than that required 
in the ordinary home. When soap rationing was introduced the 
Association urged these considerations upon the Government— 
in this case the Ministry of Food—and care was taken to point 
out the special case of branch surgeries. Even if the household 
supply of soap avails for the surgery attached to the residence, 
there is obviously a need for some enlargement of the ration to 
cover the branch surgery. In its reply the Ministry of Food 
states that provision has been made in the non-domestic part of 
the rationing scheme for doctors to obtain extra supplies of soap 
for use solely in connexion with their profession. These supplies 
will be obtained by permit, applications for which should be 
made to the local Food Office. It is added that no extra supply 
can be allowed for keeping clean the surgeries which are 
attached to doctors’ households, but if a surgery is maintained 
away from the residence an application for soap to keep the 
surgery clean can be made. 

It may be that the restriction will still irk practitioners. If 
this does occur, to the extent of interfering with practice, the 
Government will be approached again. 


A Matter for Arrangement 


The Times the other day contained a pleasing compliment 
to the British Medical Association when it said in a leading 
article that the Association deserved the thanks of the country 
in that the difficulty caused by the removal of a very large 
number of doctors from civilian practice has been so far over- 
come that, while hardship has not been avoided altogether, there 
has been no serious lack of attention and treatment. It is, and 
has been for many months, the major preoccupation at Head- 
quarters to find doctors for the Services without underpinning 
the structure of civilian practice. Few of those who have not 
taken part in it can realize how complex and difficult is the 
task. Regard has to be paid to all sorts of competing claims. 
The nature of the locality from which a doctor may or may not 
be withdrawn is one of the important things to be considered. 
How it would have simplified the problem if in the distribution 
of population the ,country were uniformly divided into equal 
squares like a chessboard! It is usual to speak of urban and 
of rural practices, as though there were just those two categories, 
but in fact there are an infinite number of gradations from the 
crowded working-class quarters of a great city to a sparsely 
populated moorland. And, as though that were not enough, 
owing to the redistribution of the population resulting from 
evacuation, industrial development, and enemy attack, some 
towns have emptied and some countrysides have filled to 
overflowing. 

A good deal could be done to ease the situation if those 
remaining in civil practice would agree to some wartime limita- 
tion of areas, at least beyond a certain radius from their imme- 


diate district. It is obviously uneconomical to have, say, two 
doctors in a country town both running their cars to all points 
of the compass to attend patients eight or ten miles away. 
Tyres, petrol, and professional time—and there is a shortage 
of all three—are unnecessarily consumed, The ‘tradesmen are 
already restricting their deliveries and pooling their organiza- 
tions for bringing goods to their customers’ doors. If a scheme 
of rationalization has been worked out by traders, among whom 
competition is- recognized and legitimate, could it not equally 
be done in the medical profession, where competition, although 
of course it exists, is not the prime mover? The willingness is 
there ; it is the initiative which is lacking. It is a matter for 
local arrangement, at all events at present, and perhaps the 
initiative might be taken by Local Medical War Committees. 


MEDICAL WAR RELIEF FUND 
THIRTIETH LIST 


Amount previously acknowledged, £41,961 12s. 6d. and £100 34% 
Conversion Stock, and £40 3%, Defence Bonds. 


Individual Subscriptions 


£10 10s.—Prof. A. H. Burgess, Cheadle (2nd donation). 

£10.—Dr. A. W. Byrne, Cairo. 

£5.—Dr. G. Stapleton, Delhi. 

£2 2s.—Capt. N. Bickford, R.A.M.C. (3rd donation); Drs. Hatch and Hun- 
nard, London; Dr. B. J. Mullin, Exeter (2nd donation). 

£2.—Dr. J. J. Foster, Gloucester (2nd donation). 

£1.—Anonymous. 

£109 8s.—Hon. Staff of Royal Hants County Hospital—per Dr. K. M. Robert- 
son (amount already sent £402 12s. Id.). 

£40 6s.— West Sussex Division—per Dr. C. W. Elson: Dr. D. D. Mack- 
intosh £1 1s.; Dr. E. M. P. Davies 10s. 6d.; Dr. W. S. Coltart £1 1s.; Dr. R. C. 
Hutchinson £5 5s.; Dr. C. N. Ferres £1 fs.; Dr. R. H. Wilshaw £2 2s.; Dr. 
C. Gibson £1 1s.; Dr. J. Carse £1 1s.; Dr. W. B. H. Waddington £1 11s. 6d.; 
Dr. F. R. Gusterson £1 1s.; Dr. S. P. Huggins 10s.; Dr. J. W. Geddes £1 1s.; 
Dr. C. E. B. Williams, 10s. (2nd donation); Dr. J. R. Lunn £1; Dr. T. E. 
Matthews £1 1s.; Dr. A. Owen £1 1Is.; Dr. G. M. Francis £1 1Is.; Dr. F. N. 
Allfrey £2 2s.; Dr. O. K. Burnett £1 . - J. Ferries £1 1s.; Dr. F. C. 
Odling £5 5s.; Dr. J. S. Richards £3 3s.; Cc. C. Taylor £2 2s.; Dr. A. J. 
Blackburne £2 2s.; Dr. H. T. Merrick a — (nd donation) ; Dr. W. R. E. 
Harrison £1 Is. (The cost of collection was 11s.) 

£40 3s.—Mauritius Branch—per Dr. J. R. Pierre. 

£28 17s.—Nyasaland Branch—per Dr. D. A. Shaw. 

£15.—Todmorden Medical Society—per Dr. H. Thorp (amount already sent 
£45): Dr. J. Pitter Bayley £1 10s. (4th donation) ; Dr. Stella H. Brown £1 10s. 
(4th donation) ; Dr. G. H. Hubbard £1 10s. (4th donation); Dr. R. McGregor 
£1 10s. (4th donation); Dr. J. de V. Mather £1 10s. (4th donation); Dr. Ena 
McA. Morrison £1 10s. (4th donation); Dr. A. J. Muir £1 10s. (4th donation) ; 
Dr. V. Southwell £1 10s. (4th £1 10s. (4th 
donation) ; Dr. H. Thorp £1 10s. (4th donation 

£10 10s.—Hexham L.M.W.C.—per Dr. McCulloch : Dr. J. N. Turnbull £2 2s.: 
Dr. W. M. Stewart £2 2s.; Dr. R. A. M. K. Dickson £2 2s.; Dr. J. J. 
Hurley £2 2s.; Dr. C. McCulloch £2 2s. 

£5 5s. —North Staffs L.M. W.C.—per Dr. J. M. Johnstone (amount already 
sent £808 15s. 6d.): Mr. S. McMurray (2nd donation). Rugby Medical Society— 
per Dr. H. J. Beddow. 


Local Medical and Panel Committees 


£60 Ss. 4d.—-East Lothian (4th donation). 
6s.. 94.—Somerset (3rd donation). 


Total, £42,311 14s. 7d. and £100 34% Conversion Stock, and 
£40 3% Defence Bonds. 


VACANCIES FOR MEDICAL WOMEN WITH THE 
R.A.M.C. 


There is an urgent demand at the present time for women 
practitioners for general duty with the R.A.M.C. The require- 
ments of the War Office for medical women are restricted to 
those who have been qualified for three years and who have at 
least two years’ practical experience since qualifying. Appli- 
cants must also be under forty years of age. They should 
communicate with the Secretary, Centrai Medical War Com- 
mittee, B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


SUPPLEMENT THE 
BriTIsH MEDICAL JOURNAL 


Correspondence 


Recognition 

Sir,—It must be consoling to the permanent officials of the 
British Medical Association, after a long period of criticism 
from within and without the profession, to find themselves the 
subjects (withal only in the second—or is it the third?—place) 
of a series of eulogia in the Times leader columns.with reference 
to the state of the public health. The profession in general and 
indeed all bodies representing its members are entitled to their 
share in this eulogium, but it- must be recognized that the 
Association (and one hopes that this is shared by the Ministry 
of Health, surprisingly omitted in name though not in thought 
from the leader referred to) does represent the bulk of the 
profession, and, though the subject of much criticism both con- 
structive and otherwise, should have the unqualified support of 
its members, so that its voice in the negotiations which lie 
before it in whatever post-war reorganization is considered wise 
may be recognized by the Government Departments concerned 
as that of the profession as a whole. 

That this wish may be fulfilled does not mean that criticism 
should be stifled and minorities ignored. Only by so recogniz- 
ing all parties concerned will the status of the post-war Planning 
Commission be assured and its power realized by those bodies 
in whose hands lies the authority for reorganizing and co- 
ordinating the health services of the nation. 

Public recognition of the work already performed during the 
many crises of the war is welcome, tardy though it be, and it is 
for the future to show that the democratic principle of con- 
ference, conciliation, and, maybe, compromise is justified in this 
branch of the national effort to found a “ New Britain” and a 
“New World.’—I am, etc., 

Highgate, N.6. W. LeEES TEMPLETON. 
Vested Interest 

Sirn,—Your correspondent F. E. Edwards (Supplement, 
February 28, p. 39) insists that “ medical practice is a business ” 
and compares it with a solicitor’s practice so far as buying and 
selling are concerned. I well remember in referring to solicitors 
as lawyers how warmly the remark was taken up by a well- 
known judge and his marshal in course of conversation. They 
insisted that the profession of law referred only to the Bar, and 
that solicitors should be described more properly as business 
men. I can also call to mind another remark I heard from a 
prominent London business man, to the effect that the business 
mind was incompatible with that of a medical man, and that 
if once the public knew that a doctor carried business into his 
practice it would lose confidence in him and, he considered, 
very rightly so, as the financial side of his advice would 
naturally be considered by him when recommending a certain 
line, of treatment. 

Surely the well-being of the profession in relation to the 
public must always take precedence of purely selfish interest. 
As far as the sale of solicitors’ practices is concerned, I have 
known a number of solicitors who had “set up” without 
meeting opposition from their colleagues to the extent to which 
medical men are subjected. 

There can be no question that this growth of individualistic 
materialism, which has been so evident of late in our profession, 
must end if we are to retain the confidence of the public.— 
I am, etc., 

St. Mawes. 


B. H. SHAW. 


Extract from a speech by Lord Woolton: ‘“ I am most grateful to 
the medical profession for the way in which they have associated 
themselves with the efforts the Ministry of Food is making to keep 
the nation well. It is on their judgment that we rely in administering 
the priorities for those foods in short supply which are of great 
importance to the sick and suffering. The high standard of profes- 
sional conduct among doctors is a great national asset, and I appeal 
to the public to respect and support that standard. . . . Therefore 
I ask those who want more milk, and think they may be able to get 
it with a medical certificate, not to burden the energy and conscience 
of a great profession, already vastly overworked, by making unjusti- 
fied claims for priorities. I ask them only to apply for these 
certificates when they can conscientiously say they require them, and 
not as a means of getting round the restrictions.” 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY . 
FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE AND POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
1, Wimpole Street, W.—King Edward Memorial Hospital, Ealing, 
W.: Sat. (March 21), 10 a.m., M.R.C.P. Course in ‘General 
Medicine. Brompton Hospital, S.W.: Tues. and Thurs., 3.30 p.m., 
M.R.C.P. Course in Chest Diseases. Royal Chest Hospital, City 
Road, E.C.: Wed., 3.30 p.m., M.R.C.P. Course in Cardiology. 
West End Hospital for Nervous Diseases: Tues. and Fri., 3 p.m., 
M.R.C.P. Course in Neurology. Royal Northern Hospital, 
Holloway Road, N.: Wed., 9.45 a.m., F.R.C.S. Course in General 
Surgery. Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital, Stanmore: Sat. 
(March 21), F.R.C.S. Course in Orthopaedics. National Hospital 
for Diseases of the Heart, Westmoreland Sireet, W.: Tues. and 
ed., 10 a.m., Out-patient Clinics. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 
SociETY OF MEDICINE : 

Section of Pathology.—Tues., 4.15 p.m., Annual General Meeting. 
Election of Officers and Council for 1942-3. Ministry of Informa- 
tion Film: Blood Transfusion, including the Withdrawal of Blood 
from Cadavers in Russia. Short papers by Dr. P. Fildes and Dr. 
A. Haddow. 

Section of Dermatology.—Thurs., 2 p.m. Short paper by Dr. A. C. 
Roxburgh. Cases will be shown. ; 

Section of Neurology.—Thurs., 4.30 p.m. Discussion: Differéntial 
Diagnosis and Treatment of Post-confusional States. Openers, 
Group Captain C. P. Symonds and Dr. Aubrey Lewis. 

Section of Obstetrics and Gynaecology.—Fri., 2.30 p.m._ Clinical 
meeting at British Postgraduate Medical School, Ducane Road, W. 
Cases, Pathological Specimens, and Demonstration. 

Section of Physical Medicine.—Fri., 2.30 p.m. Discussion: oe 
tional Therapy. Openers, Mr. Ryder Jones and Miss E. M. 
Macdonald. 

Section of Radiology.—Fri., 3.30 ps. Discussion: Place of Radio- 
therapy in the Treatment of Thyrotoxicosis. Openers, Mr. 
R. Vaughan Hudson, Dr. Laurence Martin, and Dr. Frank Ellis. 


CHADWICK Trust.—At London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, Keppel Street, Gower Street, W.C., Tues., 2.30 p.m. 
Dr. William A. Brend: Nervous Shock in Peace and War. 

FACULTY OF RapDIOLoGIsts.—At Royal Society of Medicine, 1, 
Wimpole Street, W., Fri., 2 p.m. Skinner Lecture by Prof. Henry 
Cohen: Nature, Methods, and Purpose of Diagnosis. At 32, 
Welbeck Street, W., Sat., 10.30 a.m., Therapy Section. Discussion: 
Control and Treatment of Radiation Reactions. ‘ 

University CoLLeGe HospitaL MEpDIcAL SCHOOL, University Street, 
Gower Street, W.C.—Tues., 4 p.m. Sydney Ringer Memorial 
Lecture by Prof. F. R. Winton: The Physical Factors controlling 
the Formation of Urine. 

EDINBURGH PosTGRADUATE LeEcTURES.—At Edinburgh Royal Infir- 
mary, Thurs., 4.30 p.m. Dr. Douglas Miller: The Albuminurias 
of Pregnancy. 


B.M.A.: Branch and Division Meetings to be Held | 


STAFFORDSHIRE BRANCH: NorTH STAFFORDSHIRE DIVISION.—At 
North Staffs Royal Infirmary, Thursday, March 19 2.30 p.m. Mr. 
J. Grocott and Mr. Musgrave Woodman: “ Immediate Treatment of 
Injuries of the Jaw, Face, and Accessory Sinuses.” All medical 
practitioners are invited to attend. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this head is 10s. 6d. This amount 
should be forwarded with the notice, authenticated with the name and address 
of the sender, and should reach the Advertisement Manager not later than first 
post Monday morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


BIRTHS 


Harris.—On February 24, at Queen Victoria Nursing Institution, 
Wolverhampton, to Margaret (née Bulgin), wife of Dr. J. Borrie 


MARRIAGES 

FawkKEs—Ho.tton.—On February 2, in London, Marmaduke 
Ayscough Fawkes, M.A., M.B., Lieutenant, I.M.S., to Jessie Edith 
Hilary Holton, S,R.N. (Bart’s). 

Howe_t—Evans.—On February 23, 1942, at Llanilid Church,. Dr. 
David Gordon Howell, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Howell, Ty 
Gwyn, Pencoed, to Miss Jean Vaughan Evans, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. T. J. Evans, 38, Mount Earl, Bridgend. 


DEATHS 

BRACKENBURY.—On March 8, 1942, at Old Dairy House, Mudford, 
Yeovil, Somerset, suddenly, Sir Henry Britten Brackenbury, 
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., LL.D., M.D., in his 76th year. 

Eapie.—Suddenly, at 5, Abinger Gardens, Edinburgh, 12, on 
February 28, William Eadie, M.D., beloved husband of Dora Eadie 
(late of ‘* Holmeacre,” Park End, Workington). Laid to rest at 
Edinburgh on March 2, 1942. 

KENDERDINE.—On March 1, 1942, at 19 Queen’s Road, Coventry, 
Ernest Henry, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., loved husband of Lily A. M. 
Kenderdine. 

THOMAS.—Margaret Mary, the wife of Frank L. Thomas, M.B., died 
March 1, 1942. 
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AsHByY.—On March 4, at Nursing Home, Cardiff, to 
Yvette (née Lennox PRE wife of Flying Officer D. W. Ashby, 
! M.B., M.R.C.P., R.A.F.V.R., a son. a 
arris, Lipton, Staffs, a daughter (Pamela Borrie). 
Ana. SHuTE.—On March 5, at Breton Lodge, Holly Walk, Leamington 
Spa, to Elisabeth (née Purtell), wife of Surgeon Lieut.-Commander 
2: Sas Dennis Shute, R.N., M.B., Ch.B., D.T.M., the gift of a daughter, 
Tee. Susan Denise. 
| | 


